Intra-arterial chemotherapy for head and neck cancer: experiences from three continents.
Intra-arterial infusion of chemotherapy agents for cancer of the head and neck has been used for several decades. This article provides the rationale, historical background, and current state of investigations for patients treated in this manner. The experience with this route of drug delivery comes from three geographic regions: Europe, Japan, and North America. While the results of the trials have yet to establish the approach as being superior to intravenous infusions, continued research is warranted.